
Dear Kiwanis Friends,

in the Kiwanis Magazine of October/November 2012 the 
KI Executive Director Stan Soderstrom begins his 
address with the words: “Every October, our 
organization experiences a renewal from within. Our 
clubs, our divisions, our districts and Kiwanis 
International  all pass leadership batons from one 
Kiwanian to another…”

He forgot to mention the European Federation but he is 
right: All officers and presidents change and that is 
good. The philosophy of Kiwanis is that – in general - 
nobody should have his office for more than one year. 

This happened in the European Federation as well  last 
weekend, i.e. 11 – 13 Oct, 2012,  in Leuven/Belgium 
where we had an Executive Committee Meeting, a KI-
EF Board Meeting, our most important Growth Summit 

with a lot of workshops organized and led by KI-EF 
President-elect Marie-Jeanne Boutroy and our Function 
Passing.

My predecessor Paul Inge passed the office of KI-EF 
President to me; we were enjoying in this moment from 
KI the presence of President Tom deJulio and his Wife 
Rosemary, President-elect Gunter Gasser and 
President Robert Mancuso from the International 
Foundation. All members of the Executive Committee 
and Governors of the year 2012/13 as well as the 
District Representatives of the three Districts in Pre-
Formation Poland, Czech and Slovak Republic  and 
Romania and the KI-EF advisors were present.

After the Board Meeting on Friday evening Ann 
Updegraff-Spleth, KIF Executive Director, and Filip 
Delanote, Vice Chair Europe Eliminate Campaign, 
informed us about the latest results and confirmed: We 
are according to plan!

In conjunction with these meetings the European 
leaders of the KI Foundation presided by KIF Trustee 
Valeria Gringeri  had their meeting in the presence of 
KIF President Peter Mancuso.

The Function passing in Leuven had a sad aspect also 
when we said “Many thanks and Good Bye” to some 
officers whose periods had ended: KI-EF Immediate 
Past President Jérôme Hennekens, Past KI Trustee 
Pietro Grasso, Past KIF Trustee Daniel Vigneron, KI-EF 
Past Treasurer Jan Ceha and KI-EF Past Secretary 
Tove Fiksdal were awarded by KI-EF Immediate Past 
President Paul Inge Paulsen and by me for their 
excellent service. We are looking forward to meet you 
again in the future, dear friends!
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Let me begin my first report for this bulletin with a 
heartfelt thank for all  those who led the clubs, 
districts and the European Federation in the year 
2011/12 contributing their efforts and investing their 
time to their offices. The last year was successful 
again ending to our full satisfaction with lot of newly 
organized clubs and bringing us the full 
acknowledgement by KI leadership.

Of course, the new administrative year 2012/13 is 
full  of challenges and issues, some of them 
unchanged like the permanent effort to grow or 
contributing to our worldwide Charity Project 
ELIMINATE, some of them are additional  like the 
work on an International  Strategy and a strategy for 
KI-EF. All this results in a lot of preparations, 
discussions, meetings and actions. I am very glad 
that after the first sessions of the KI-EF Board and 
Executive Committee I am convinced to have a 
team with highly motivated and dedicated officers, 
committees and advisors.

I am pleased to inform you that our International 
President Tom deJulio will  continue to invite the KI-
EF President to the KI Board Meetings and Video 
Conferences as guest thus giving us the chance 
that our opinion is heard and will  be evaluated 
when it comes to decisions.

Beside this work the year 2012/13 will  also be a 
year of memory and celebrations. While in the last 
we remembered the 25th anniversary of women 

being accepted to Kiwanis clubs we will celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of Kiwanis coming to Europe in 
1963. Please look at our logo for this year!

We will  start these celebrations in Vienna where 
the KC Vienna was the first organized club in 
Europe on 15 -17 March, 2013 (registrations: 
www.vienna2013.org) , followed by the KI-EF 
Convention 29 May – 1 June, 2013 in Berlin 
(registrations: www.kiwanis.eu) where all  seven 
European Kiwanis clubs of the year 1963 will  be 
invited.

After these European anniversaries we will  have 
the chance to meet all our friends of the Kiwanis 
family at the International  Convention in Vancouver 
on 27 – 30 June , 2013 ( reg i s t ra t i ons : 
www.kiwanis.eu).

KI President Tom DeJulio has announced to focus 
on values in his year as laid down in the six objects 
adopted in 1924. What is their value today for us 
and what makes them applicable in our daily work 
for Kiwanis?

A very interesting year is lying ahead of us with a 
lot of events and work!

Together let us serve the children of the world

Ernst, KI-EF President 2012/13
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http://www.kiwanis.eu
http://www.kiwanis.eu
http://www.kiwanis.eu
http://www.kiwanis.eu


Serving the children of the world                                       october 2012       www.kiwanis.eu

Greetings Kiwanians,

A new chapter in our Kiwanis history begins this month.  As an organization proud of its past and poised for 

its future, we will "go back to the future" and relive the six Objects of Kiwanis adopted by its convocation of 
members in Denver, Colorado, in 1924. Kiwanians will change the future by returning to the indelible 

organizational values found in those time-honored Objects. Following the guiding principles that can inspire 
and impact more lives, we will demonstrate to prospective new members what Kiwanians do every day to 

fulfill each Object.

One does not have to look much beyond the Global Campaign for Children—with its centerpiece the 

prevention of horrific  deaths by tetanus—to realize how we can rewrite history. Our goal  is to raise in cash 
and pledges US$25 million in 2012-13.  The Eliminate Project will take more nations off the original  list of 38 

afflicted by maternal and neonatal tetanus.  Collectively, Kiwanis fulfills its first Object—to give primacy to 
the human and spiritual rather than to the material values of life—with this noble effort.

I am so grateful that your district will  perform thousands of acts of service, locally and globally, that give true 
meaning to all  six Objects.  You will help us write the new chapter in our history that will connect our 

members to the mission, inspire more members to join and advocate for the welfare of “Our Children, Their 
Future.”

I look forward to working with all of you to breathe new life into an old but powerful vision for our 
organization.  Empowered by the six Objects, you will be rewarded for performing God's work on earth while 

wearing a Kiwanis pin and serving under the Kiwanis banner.

Thank you for all you will do this year.
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Netherlands

Divisions 15

Clubs 132

 Members     2.650
 male       2.358
 female          292

Governor 2012-2013
GOEDMAN Rik
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K.I.E.F. Calendar

2012

Oct 11 - 12 Leuven Board and Growth meeting

Nov 7-11 Indianapolis KI Governor Elect Conference Training

Nov 23-25 Prag Training Trainers Conference

Nov. 23 Prag Executive meeting

2013

jan 25-27 District Officers Training Conference

Mar 7-9 Hiroshima Aspac Convention

Mar 15-17  Vienna Board meeting, 50th Anniversary of KC Wien

Apr 12-13 Convention Romania

Apr 20 Executive meeting (provisonal)

May 2-4 Austria Convention

May 9-11 Convention France-Monaco

May 24-25 Convention Czech Rep & Slovakia

May 29-June 1 Berlin KIEF Convention 

June 14-15 Convention Hungary

June 27-29 Vancouver K I Convention

Aug 17 Executive meeting (provisional)

Aug 30 Convention UKS 

Sep 6-8 Conventions Norden - Italy San Marino

Sep 13-15 Conventions the Netherlands - Belux - Iceland-Faroes 

Sep 19-22 Convention Germany - 50th Anniversary KC Frankfurt am Main

Sep 26-29 Conventions Switzerland-Liechtenstein - Poland
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Francesco Valenti
KI-EF Chairman 

Communication Com.
gfrvalenti@gmail.com

comm@kiwanis.eu

Committee: 
Jean-luc Pozniak 

Translations Traductions 
Ǖbersetzungen Vertalingen 

Traduzioni
Paul Schenaerts, Axel 

Geiger, Roelant van Zuylen, 
Joe Smith

Dead line for contributiion

D a t e l i m i t e p o u r l a 
procraine  edition

Termin für Beiträge ist 
Dead line volgende editie

Inviare i vostri articoli entro

5th of the month, le 5 du 
mois, der 5. jedes Monats, 
vijde van de maand, il 5 del 
mese.

K. I. E. F. Executive Board

President: Ernst von der Weppen (Germany) 

Past President: Paul Inge Paulsen (Norden) 

President Elect: Marie-Jeanne Boutroy (France.Monaco)

Vice President: Vincent Salembier (Belux)

Secretary: Ralf-Otto Gogolinski (Germany)

Treasurer: Karl Heinz Berger (Austria)

KIEF UPDATE is a monthly newsletter designed to keep 
members informed about Kiwanis International  European 
Federation news. The newsletter, which is available at no cost, 
can be delivered monthly by e-mail. Simply fill out the form at 
www.kiwanis.eu to begin receiving your KIEF UPDATE.
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